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- Finding of Facts - 

 

SILVER SPUR FEEDERS LLC 
120500 COUNTY ROAD 29 

Sec. 36, Twn 22, Rng 54 

Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska 
 

On August 11, 2025, Silver Spur Feeders LLC made application for a conditional use permit (CUP) to 
allow for a large animal feeding operation (LAFO), designed for up to 2,500 head of beef cattle. This 
permit will upgrade the facility from a medium animal feeding operation (999 head and under) to a 
LAFO (over 1,000 head) which requires a CUP approved by Scotts Bluff County. 
 
The property is described as: part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 36, Township 22N, Range 54W, 
West of the 6th P.M., Scotts Bluff County, Nebraska, a part of parcel 010039635. 
 
The Scotts Bluff County Planning Commission held a public hearing during its regularly scheduled 
meeting on September 9, 2025, where at its conclusion made a motion to approve the request, along 
with conditions of approval, and passed the motion by a 6-0 vote. 
 
Consistent with the approval and to satisfy the requirement of Neb. Rev. Stat. § 23-114.01-(6), the 

Planning Commission “issue the following statement of factual findings arising from the record of 

proceedings that support the granting of the Conditional Use Permit”: 

 A.  At the meeting on September 9, 2025, the Planning Commission received evidence during 
the public hearing from those speaking in favor, Dave Kucera, the project engineer (Settje Agri-Servies) 
and authorized representative of Silver Spur Feeders LLC (applicant). Mr. Kucera stated that 
traditionally the facility is used in the winter months as a staging area, before they get moved to the 
main yard by Minatare. In the summer months it is completely empty as seen in the satellite images. 
Silver Spur wants to be sure if there were to be more than 1,000 head of cattle in the facility for more 
than 45 days that they would be in compliance with the zoning regulations. He states the facility has 
controls in place to contain stormwater runoff. 

 
B.  The Planning Commission also heard comment from Scotts Bluff County Zoning Director 

William Mabin, who provided a summary of the request: Applicant has received approval from the State 
of Nebraska (DWEE) for the Construction & Operating Permit and NPDES Permit for up to 2,500 head 
of beef cattle, and would like Scotts Bluff County to approve the same. The waste control facilities have 
been designed by Settje Agri-Services, a licensed engineering firm. Mabin also introduced a list of 
“conditions of approval” (pgs 2-3) which have been used consistently in the past for the approval of 
LAFO’s. Mr. Mabin also provided page 65 of the Scotts Bluff County Comprehensive Zoning Plan, 
showing that “feedlot districts should be established to preserve this important sector of the county 
economy”; and an excerpt from the Nebraska Livestock Friendly County objectives and benefits. 

 
C.  The Planning Commission weighed the aforementioned evidence and asked if there were 

any questions from the public. Hearing none, Mick Lookabill made a motion to recommend approval of 
the proposed Conditional Use Permit, to include the aforementioned conditions of approval, to the 
County Board of Commissioners. The motion was seconded by Vern Groskopf, and motion was 
subsequently passed on a 6-0 vote. A copy of the minutes of these proceedings, C&O Permit, NPDES 
Permit, and Power Point presentation can be attained at: 

 
Bill Mabin 
Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning 
bill.mabin@scottsbluffcountyne.gov 

(308) 436-6700 
785 Rundell Road, Gering,  NE  69341 
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